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If memetics is an evolutionary system, it should be possible for complex 
entities to emerge from the informational material of memes in a manner 
analogous to organisms, from the informational material of genes. 

Regrettably, the accepted term for an entity of this sort is “meme-
complex,” or “memeplex,” both of which are awful words. (Organisms aren’t 
called “geneplexes.”)

I don’t have a general word for memetic entities that are complicated 
enough to act as agents in the world, but I do have a specifi c term for one 
sort: Pacta (Pactum singular).

“Pactum” is short for “M. Corporis Pactum”: M. for Memetic, to 
distinguish it from biological taxonomy; Corporis meaning embodied; and 
Pactum meaning contract or agreement.1

Like biological taxonomy, my eff ort at memetic taxonomy starts from 
describing the species in terms of physiology. The physiology of M. Corporis 
Pactum is as follows:

1. The core organizing principles, goals, values, and structure of the 
pactum are defi ned in an explicit, singular text. (Some examples of such a 
text include bylaws and constitutions.)

2. The pactum acts in the world through a large number of humans 
acting in a complex network of interrelated groups, no individual or group 
of which has full control over the behavior of the pactum.

Originally I planned on just using the word “corporation” for this, 
but that’s too narrow. This includes corporations, but importantly it also 
includes things like governments, organizations, political parties, and some 
religions. Pacta have a lot of categories for diff erentiating themselves, but 
they are still all the same kind of thing.

And since it’s needlessly confusing to take a word that already has an 
accepted meaning and defi ne it to mean something else for the purposes of 
an argument, I just made up a new word instead.

1  Originally I intended to just use the word “corporation” to describe 
Pacta, but it quickly became obvious that that would be confusing, since 
corporations are a subset of pacta, which describe a broader set of entities.

There’s a problem with taxonomizing ideas that biological taxonomists 
don’t have to deal with. The circumstances of replication for any given 
sequence of DNA is extremely specifi c, with only parts of its host taking part 
in the actual process. Further, the most complex replicators in the biological 
world rely for reproduction on multiple participants, all of whom have to 
have similar mechanics.

Because of this, organisms speciate. 

Speciation (from ‘species’) is the process by which populations of an 
organism change due to their environments enough that they can no longer 
procreate with each other. Two populations of a single species thereby, over 
time, become two species.

The trouble is that ideas don’t speciate. That is to say: There’s no point 
at which two ideas can become so categorically diff erent, unrelated, and 
alien to each other that no new thought can be made from combining them.

See zine: “Little Ideas in Memetics” for more detail on this idea.

That’s not to mention the fact that taxonomies themselves are ideas in 
the memetic landscape, so that a territory mapped in memetics is changed 
to a vastly greater degree than taxonomizing animals and plants can change 
them. Biology textbooks don’t procreate with bats and make blood-sucking 
book babies. But the ideas of textbooks and bats can procreate, and in fact 
just did.

And complex memetic entities can even drift  in and out of identifi able 
categories. You might have already noticed that the thing I call a Pactum 
has a common infant form in the Small Business, an entity that oft en starts 
operating in the world before the foundational paperwork comes to exist 
and which is oft en under the complete control of an individual or small 
group of humans.

Understanding a memetic entity as having its own agency doesn’t mean 
we need to understand it as having a life cycle that looks like a biological 
life cycle. 


